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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CITY OF WEWA 2021 BUDGET WORKSHOP 
Commission Reduces Budget & 

Saves money for Taxpayers! 

                                 by Tom Wynn 

 

With the City of Wewahitchka in good financial 

condition overall, now we know why. The City 

Commission worked hard last week during a workshop 

to reduce line items to save tax dollars and pay for 

repairs to the water system and other issues that were 

brought up by a few of the Commissioners as well as 

Chipper Wade and Michael Gortman (the city’s 

leadership). Following Mayor Phillip Gaskin’s lead, 

the City Commission lowered expenses and moved 

money around to cover much needed repairs around the 

city, which included sewage and water systems 

breakdowns, and rainwater drainage issues.  

The Mayor and the Commissioners worked their 

way down each line item in the upcoming budget.  I 

was amazed how they all worried over every dollar 

making sure that all expenditures were justified. They 

questioned everything that looked to be over budget or 

too expensive. They ordered two items to be bid on to 

reduce costs. 

The line items that needed repair were given more 

funds with orders to get them repaired as soon as 

possible. While others were reduced because new 

technology was cheaper and easier to obtain.  The City 

Clerks and City Manager need new laptops. This 

subject matter will be investigated more before the 

Commission approves any purchases. 

See the City financial records on the City website: 

www.cityofwewahitchka.com 
TW 

—————————————————————————— 

THE CITY COMMISSION SET ASIDE THE NEW RV 
ORDINANCE FIRST READING  

by Tom Wynn 

 

The City Commission voted to not do the first read of 

the new City RV Ordinance no. 2021–1213L on Thursday 

evening during the August City Council Meeting. Since 

several changes were made during a workshop by the 

Commission, none had a chance to read the changes since 

the workshop.  The city lawyer made the changes and 

submitted the new document to the City Commission, but 

none had read the agreed changes as of yet.  Even though 

they took a few minutes to read the document, none of the 

public had a chance to read the ordinance either.  So, the 

Mayor made a motion to hold off with the first read until the 

September meeting. The public can see the ordinance on the 

City of Wewa website or ask for a copy at the temporary 

City Hall next to Lake Alice Park.   Other City business 

included poor water pressure at the end of Jehu Cemetery 

Road (Chipper Wade and crew will install a brand new 2-

inch water pipe, authorized by Mayor Gaskin immediately). 

Gulf County Sheriff Mike Harrison asked for a budget 

increase and was granted the new budget contract with the 

City to do additional policing in our fair city 24/7/365. The 

City has a good relationship with Sheriff Harrison, so they 

were glad to give his department an increase this year. 

TW 
—————————————————————————— 

   WEWA HISTORICAL GROUP NEWS 

by Tom Wynn 

 
The group met for their third time on the 19th of August. 

They will start the process of voting in officers during the 

September meeting.  The September meeting will be an 

important one as the Old Court House will be a major topic 

once again. The Mayor of Wewa, Phillip Gaskin, has 

requested that the Historical Group get with the city to do a 

workshop on Jehu Cemetery.  It needs repair and cleaning. 

He stated in a city workshop that he desired to clean, repair, 

and add dirt to the cemetery. Tom Wynn suggested that the 

city crew and the Wewahitchka History Group work with 

the city as a project during a cooler month, such as 

November. The Cemetery needs love and the human touch. 

It holds some of our dearest relatives and friends remains in 

its soil.  The Group has had this very topic in mind for the 

past several months now. They discussed going to the Iola 

grave sites to investigate their condition as well, finding 

their locations to restore what is there for future generations, 

and to protect them using state laws. James Rish gave his 

expert knowledge as to the condition and location of at least 

two to three cemeteries in the Iola area. Discussion was 

made about the old Iola Post Office location as well. Rish 

knows exactly where it was, as he placed bee boxes there as 

a boy and as a man often.  Tom Wynn mentioned the old 

court house will be 100 years old in 2025 and strongly 

suggested that the City and the Wewahitchka Historical 

Group think about a festival that would last two days as an 

event. Mr. Wynn also discussed this idea with the Chamber 

of Commerce President Joe Whitmer 

- director@gulfchamber.org.  Come join us!  
TW

http://www.cityofwewahitchka.com/
mailto:director@gulfchamber.org
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    THE WEWA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETINGS 
The meetings are held at the Corner Café located on Hwy 

71 North in Wewa. The owners Mitchell and Ann Johnson 

have been generous allowing the group to use their business 

and providing refreshments as well.  The next meeting is 

scheduled for Sept. 16, 2021 (third Thursdays of the month) 

at 6 PM. Put it on your calendar, please!   TW 
——————————————————————————                               

        
—————————————————————————— 
COME JOIN US – BUSINESSES OR INDIVIDUALS  

Contact:  Joe Whitmer – director@gulfchamber.org 
—————————————————————————— 
HELP! The Senior Citizen Center in Wewa needs folks to 

deliver lunch to house-bound seniors.  Please, if you can 

help, give Ms. Renece a call at: 850-639-9910.  They are 

open weekdays between 9 AM–2 PM.  If you are eating 

(60 and over, eat free and under 60 eat for $3.25) you must 

be there by 10:30 AM and they eat at 11:00 AM.  TW 
—————————————————————————— 

AKE’S AUTO DETAILING 

AND PERFORMANCE 

BY DAKOTA AKE    

207 West Reid Ave. Wewa Florida 32465 
Call for an Appointment & Pricing: 

727-916-1423 
—————————————————————————— 

        CORNER CAFÉ  

108 N. HIGHWAY 71, Wewahitchka, FL 32465 

850-639-2636 Breakfast and Lunch 

Tuesday–Friday 6:00 am–2:00 pm 

Saturday 6:00 am–12:00 noon 
Try our Breakfast and Lunch Specials 

Dine in or take out – Call-in Orders welcome 

Serving Wewahitchka and 

 surrounding areas since 2009 

**Pick up THE WEWA NEWS here** 
—————————————————————————— 

THE WEWA NEWS 

NEW PHONE NUMBER:  850-481-9392 
—————————————————————————— 

Eph. 6:19 

 
  Anna Kaitlyn Rich Doctorate in Nursing Practice  
                              
     Wewahitchka born and raised Anna Kaitlyn Rich 
graduated April 2021 with her Doctorate in Nursing Practice 
from the Florida State University, Tallahassee.  She has 
joined the Internal Medicine Practice Chipola Medical 
Associates, LLC, with locations in Port St. Joe and Marianna, 
FL. 
 
Kaitlyn, as she is known about Wewahitchka, grew up in its 
natural beauty and warm family atmosphere.  She is the 
daughter of the Honorable Phillip and Mrs. K-Leah Gaskin, 
and wife of Stetson Rich, also a lifelong resident of 
Wewahitchka.  Kaitlyn and Stetson have one daughter, 
Adalyn, soon to be three years old. 
 
Kaitlyn’s biggest influence in her decision to enter the health 
professions was her grandmother.  The late Mrs. Gaskin 
was an RN with a master’s in nursing, who spent her career 
teaching students to become professional nurses.  Kaitlyn 
said, “Wanting to become a Nurse Practitioner in the 
healthcare field allows me to provide care in a capacity 
different than an RN.”  She is so excited to have completed 
her formal education and begin practicing. 
 
Growing up in rural Wewahitchka shaped Kaitlyn in many 
ways into the lovely person she is today.  Her warm 
personality, keen clinical mind, and bright affect draw people 
to her.  Kaitlyn said, “you have such a better appreciation for 
things when you grow up in a small town.”  She continued, 
“you know everyone and feel a strong bond to the 
community.” 
 
Kaitlyn thanks her many teachers, family, friends, church 
congregation and all who helped her reach this stage of her 
life.  She invites all to come see her in her new role as 
healthcare provider.  She can be reached at (850) 526-3434 
and joins Diplomate and Board Certified ABIM Joe Gay, MD; 
Julie Harris; DNP, Susan Smith, DNP; Virginia Fleener, 
APRN; Heather Tatum, APRN; and John Tyler Ellerbee, 
APRN at Chipola Medical Associates, LLC. She looks 
forward to seeing and helping those that lifted her up to be 
a success in life. Contributor: Rosie Gay 
 
The Wewa News is very proud of our children that grow up 
to be good parents, noteworthy professionals, as well as 
good examples to the public.  Anna we are proud of you! 
 

mailto:director@gulfchamber.org
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OPEN LETTER TO CITY OF WEWA 

COMMISSION: 
July 29, 2021  

From: Senior Chief Tom Wynn, Jr., USCG Retired 
To:  City Commission, Wewahitchka, Florida 
Subject:  New City Hall, Wewahitchka Historical 
Museum, Rental Office Spaces Proposal 
Attached:   Federal Grant; State of Florida Grant and 
other possible Grant information  
 
Dear Mayor Phillip Gaskin and City Commissioners,  
 
Greetings!  I introduced a new idea for the City of 
Wewahitchka to purchase the old 
Gulf County Court house (which is in disrepair and was 
damaged by Hurricane Michael) from Gulf County 
for $1.00, to restore it completely with Federal and State 
Grants to its former glory, as well as modernize it as 
needed.   
 
Windows were left open, causing further damage to the 
inside of the buildings with mold and water 
damage.   After Hurricane Michael caused water 
damage to my home, mold remediation experts advised 
me not to open windows or doors as it helps the mold to 
grow faster.  The old Courthouse needs to be restored to 
its former glory and upgraded to modern building 
codes.  It would be wasteful to not repair and use it again.  
 
I presented this idea during our last City workshop 
concerning grants and RVs.  I offered to research the 
federal laws which state there is grant money for 
historical buildings and items of historical value 
to states, counties, cities, groups, and individuals. 
 
The building is presently on the National and State of 
Florida historical lists and it would be a crying shame to 
even think of tearing it down at this point in our 
history.  I know “We the People” would not stand 
for it, for sure.  If the county has no use for the structure, 
we, the City of Wewahitchka, could purchase it from 
them for a small dollar amount and create our much-
needed new City Hall, as well as a Wewahitchka City 
Historical Museum on the second floor. The building is 
one of only three in the State of Florida that has a floor 
like our courthouse does. It is a very rare building 
according to the information I obtained from our former 
county commissioner, Billy Traylor, during my research 
on this matter.   
  
Any rooms not used for the city hall or for the museum 
could be rented out to local businesses, Gulf County 
Chamber of Commerce, lawyers, and 
accountants, for additional revenue to help with 
maintenance and repairs in the future.  This all would 

take place after the complete restoration of the building 
and its grounds (approximately 2 years or less in 
construction, I estimate as well as others).     
 
Our 100th year celebration of the forming of Gulf County 
is coming up in 2025. The Old Court house began its 
construction in the year 1925 and was completed in 
1927.  It would do the city good to have a great 
celebration on the Court house grounds and at Lake 
Alice for several days in 2025, restoration 
of the courthouse buildings, finished or not!    
 
The newly formed Wewahitchka Historical Group is 
presently researching our local history, as well as the 
two ghost towns of Iola, Florida. Many folks 
in the Wewa and surrounding area desire to have a local 
historical museum to house their personal historical 
objects. These objects that can tell the story of the roots 
of Florida and their ancestors’ lifestyles; working 
machines and devises, as well as daily tools and 
cooking utensils that their ancestors left behind. This 
includes local Indian, trappers, fishermen and paddle 
boat artifacts, which could be displayed in the 
museum.   These things that recorded our history and 
their struggles to create such a paradise for their 
future generations.  We need a place to display and 
admire our history before it is lost in time and dust. We 
the people, the public at large, is asking you to do 
what is best for Wewahitchka and for the north end of 
Gulf County, Florida.   
 
We need to teach and tell stories of our ancestors, so they 
can never be forgotten. They worked hard to create 
our paradise and in God they trusted to make it a place 
of peace, love, and joy. We truly love one another and 
this ground in which we live upon.   
We are the guardians of what they built and left behind 
for us to enjoy and ponder.  It is our duty to protect and 
preserve their symbol of strength and power to live in 
peace with one another, in law, and mutual 
respect.  The old Gulf County Court house is our symbol 
of that love and respect for our history and for our 
future generations “Lift Up Wewa!”   
 
With All Sincerity,   
Thomas William Wynn, Junior USCG Retired ARR (UCC 1-305)  
             [Note: Letter was edited for the Wewa News issue] 

—————————————————————————— 

MAYHANN’S USED CARS 

   Open 8 to 5 CST (Slow Time) 850-639-5810/850-819-1136 

We have Trucks & Cars just waiting for you to come 
see. Let’s Make a Deal Today! Located right next door to 

Dixie Dandy on the Lake on Highway 22, just before the 
light.  Come check out our lot, plumb full of nice rides” 

—————————————————————————— 
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    DOMINO’S Paint & Body  
HOURS OF OPERATION 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY * 8 AM to 4 PM 
850-340-0953 · MV-95178 · Email us at  

donimod26@gmail.com 
—————————————————————————— 
 

“BIG RIVER HONEY” 

Father & Son Steve & Joseph Cantu  
“Tupelo Honey & Other various Honeys” 

Call us today while supplies last! 
850-247-7176 4584 County Road 386 North 

   Wewahitchka, Florida 32454 
 Psalm 34:18 

—————————————————————————— 

 

E-Z TREE SERVICE & REMOVAL 
Call 850-227-4911 or 850-227-8142 

We are fully Licensed* *Insured *Free Quotes 
*24/7 Service available “WEWA STRONG” 

—————————————————————————— 
      GFWC WEWAHITCHKA WOMAN’S CLUB 

If you think you might want to join the Wewa Woman’s Club 

and help our community please contact Patty Fisher at 850-

832-9436, or the President of the local club, Laura Baxley 

850-819-5827. Help them help Wewa be a better place to live 

and work. 

THE WEWA NEWS 

is a locally owned and operated newspaper, created solely for the 

enjoyment of the people who live in the Wewa area. Our purpose 

is to bring “Good News” and “Whatever” to our locals attention.  

I hope to bring back some joy and fun into our lives again and 

bring us closer than ever before.  Thank you to those that support 

our effort with your support ads and help bringing our local news 

to the sweetest little city in Florida and its surrounding areas!  

Thank you, city workers and commissioners for your care and 

hard work keeping us safe and running like a well-tuned machine. 

Also thank you Gulf County workers that keep our local parks 

clean and in nice condition, be of good cheer, we notice your effort! 

We know the work is long and hard, and we appreciate your labor 

of love for our beautiful parks and recreation areas.       TW 

—————————————————————————— 

Proverbs 15:1 
 

 

 

 

        THE SHRIMP LADY  
         CALL 850-866-8520 
    WE ARE ON HIGHWAY 71 South 

just before Downtown Wewa  

Come on in! 

We have Cantu Family Tupelo Honey, too. 

We also carry the Wewa News, while supplies last.  
—————————————————————————— 

WEWAHITCHKA ELEMEMTARY SCHOOL 

Can you find yourself? 

—————————————————————————— 

Wewahitchka, Its True Meaning  

by Tom Wynn 

The true Creek Indian name, English translation for 

“Wewahitchka” means, “Place of many waters” or literally, 

“Water is Here” according to the then-sitting Creek Indian 

Chief Alonso when we questioned him about the name 

during an interview in the documentary I filmed, produced, 

and directed called: “Tupelo Honey & The Amazing World 

of Beekeeping.” We filmed it during the 2002 Tupelo honey 

season in Gulf County and it featured our local beekeeper 

James E. “Jim” Rish. The video has been published on 

YouTube. 

mailto:donimod26@gmail.com
mailto:donimod26@gmail.com
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HURRICANE MICHAEL HOUSING REPAIR 

& REPLACEMENT PROGRAM  
RebuildFlorida.gov · 888-530-3025 

Visit a Rebuild Florida Center or one of our mobile pop-ups  
DO YOU QUALIFY? You owned & occupied your property at the time 

of Hurricane Michael AND you still own the property?  Your household 

is income qualified? Your home still has documented and unrepaired 

damage from Hurricane Michael?   IF YES, SEE THE WAYS TO APPLY 

BELOW   Call 888-530-3025 online at RebuildFlorida.gov. The Rebuild 

Florida Housing Repair and Replacement Program is a state program 

launched with federal funding to repair, rebuild or replace eligible homes 

with remaining damage from Hurricane Michael. 
—————————————————————————— 

Gulf County Chamber News 

Good News! The Gulf County Chamber of Commerce will 

carry copies of The Wewa News monthly in their Port St. 

Joe office, so that local businesses there will have access to 

the newspaper.  321B Reid Ave, Port St. Joe, Florida 32456 
—————————————————————————— 

CHAZ ENTERPRIZES    

WELDING & FABRICATION© 

CALL FOR ESTIMATES 850-819-9073 
——————————————————————————  

IF YOU STILL NEED TUPELO HONEY 
See the list of local beekeepers with their phone numbers on 

the last page of this issue of the “The Wewa News” as well 

as June and July Issue. 
——————————————————————————

 
—————————————————————————— 

The City of Wewa 
Project “LIFT WEWA!” 

KEVIN SHELLNUT METAL RECOVERY EFFORT–If you 

have metal you want to have removed from your property, give 

Kevin a call.  He will come and remove it for FREE! 

 Call 850-381-7606 

   —————————————————————————— 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 by Grandpa Tom 

 

     Our lives begin in momma’s womb. I figure that a good 

example of our lives would be an hourglass.  It is turned over the 

second our heart beats in our mother’s inner most being. 

       

As the sand begins to flow down to the bottom of the hourglass 

we begin to exist.  As we come out into the air, we cry because 

we love the peace of her womb. The air is cold and dry. It is full 

of sound and noise of many people surrounding us. Our eyes are 

weak, yet we can see shadows.  

      

     We miss the peace and joy of our mother’s body.  As we 

grow, we begin our new existence in the world of pain and 

suffering. We are trained to breath and take what is given to us.  

 

We pray to our Creator as we learn about his existence from 

those that love us. Our arms and legs begin to grow and develop 

into tools of travel work, and play. 

 

     Heaven sent us down to learn how to love one another and 

our Creator.  Our hearts beat to the tune set before us. We were 

loved before we were born. Our hairs were counted, our breath 

was measured, our heart beats are limited. Our hourglass is ever 

flowing down.  

 

24/7 we breath and we eat, sleep, and live our days, but they are 

short.  Do we waste our time, or do we do what we came to do?  

 

     Everyone must decide what we should do. The wise learn fast 

and get the joy of life before it ends. The meaning is clear to 

those that search it out. The meaning of life is for you to glorify 

your Creator.   

 

     Now it is up to you, to do that, or not! If you should choose to 

glorify yourself, you are reaping your reward, nothing! If you 

glorify the adversary, you are reaping your reward, nothing!  

 

Your hourglass is running down faster than you thought. Isn’t it 

time that you thought of Him instead of yourself? He cries out, 

“Come home my son, my daughter. I await you, coming down 

the path of forgiveness.  Come before it is too late my child.”  

 

Fathers, raise you children to love one another and to love others 

in immediate need. Give them the tools in which to love and be 

in peace with their Maker. Give them the knowledge to live in 

peace and joy-or not! You will pay later, when you have 

grandchildren, they will show you how you raised your children.  

 

Will shame come upon your face, or will joy come to you, like a 

bright morning, full of joy and happiness in your old age?  It is 

up to you how you use your hourglass of time. 

 

Be of good cheer, for if you used that time well, it will be a 

glorious day when you raise up and see all those that you loved 

so much, again.  As your hourglass runs out of sand, and the light 

grows dim, be happy for you because you will be in peace, and 

rest again. Your next hourglass will never run low of sand.  

 

Forgiveness is your power in this world, do it often. Love others 

as you would want to be loved. Seek (Continues on page 6) 
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peace and you will find it. Pray often, for it brings joy to the 

heart. Be a good father, and good husband and, a good friend. 

Only you can do this. No one can force you to love others, 

forgive others, miss those that passed, forgive yourself and move 

on. Be a man that when you are gone, you will be sorely missed.   
TW 

—————————————————————————— 

 SOUTHERN STYLES HAIR CARE 

225 South Hwy 71 Wewahitchka Florida 32465 

Sun: closed, Mon: 8:30–5:30, Tue: closed, 

Wed–Fri: 8:30–5:30 Sat: 8:30–2:30. 

Call for an appointment.  Thank You! 

Emily & Shannon – Call (850) 381-6454 

—————————————————————————— 

CB’S ATTIC & CUE’S VARIETY 
QUALITY ANTIQUES 

FURNITURE · FISHING GEAR · TOOLS 

“AMAZING FINDS · COME LOOK!” 

OPEN 9-5 DAILY LOCATED IN WEWA ON 

HWY 71 SOUTH · 850-628-1358 

CuesvintageNAntiques.etsy.com 
Check out our Everything is 2 Dollar Store in the Back! 

—————————————————————————— 

OVERSTREET TRADING 

COMPANY 

Produce · Veggies · Fruit · Local Honey · Candy 

Tee Shirts · Jewelry · Sodas · Snack Food · Cookies · Sheds 

Portable Buildings Come See! Place to Relax and eat Snacks  

Located at 3320 County Road 386 

Port St. Joe, Florida 32456 · Call 850-566-6753 

Owners: Barry & April Bostwick 

—————————————————————————— 

BOHO BY THE BAY 

 Call Katie Bryant For Details 

850-532-858 
—————————————————————————— 

PAPA’S PLACE 

Sandwiches · Burgers · Shaved Ice · Drinks 

We are located at the end of CR 386 facing Hwy 98 

Follow your nose to the beaches! We are on the left! 
Open Sunday thru Saturday 10 AM–5 PM CST 

Call Ahead, text/call 850-960-2191 to order 

“Bring your swimsuit, we have outdoor sitting” 
—————————————————————————— 

TAUNTON’S LLC 
  FOR YOUR BUILDING NEEDS CALL   

 850-639-2336 or Fax us at:  850-639-5599 
Located in Honeyville-Gulf County Industrial Park    

5441 Hwy 71 South, Wewahitchka, Florida 32465 

THE NEW WEWAHITCHKA 

FIREHOUSE BONES COME 

TOGETHER!  
by Tom Wynn 

 

Our brand new, shiny penny ($1,126,000) of a firehouse 

is finally starting to look like a building. Because of so many 

rain days, the construction crews have had a time getting the 

thing into place. Finally, it is starting to look like a building 

of large size. As they continue to build it I will do my best 

to give records of its progress.  Commissioners Ralph 

Fisher, Brian Cox, and Mayor Phillip Gaskin have 

construction experience, they are keeping eye on its 

construction.  Commissioner Fisher has built many of these 

type structures and knows what it takes to build such a 

building. While Commissioner Brian Cox is a longtime 

volunteer firefighter and knows what the building needs to 

have to store our Fire Trucks and gear.  So, all is in good 

hands. 

Our city fathers are hard at work making sure that the 

construction is moving along and keeping an “Eagle Eye” 

on the cost change as well.  FEMA granted our sweet little 

city the money to build us a new “hotspot” to store all our 

firefighting trucks and equipment. Due to all the rain days 

the contractor asked for an additional 72 days to completion, 

it was granted by the commission by vote.  With all said and 

done it should be completed by December 25, 2021 and paid 

in full. Our City Commissioner Brian Cox is on top of things 

and keeps a very close eye on the work and the costs 

overruns. Thank you Brian Cox! Thank you, Ralph Fisher, 

for letting all know of any errors in construction. In the end 

Wewa did good job on this plan. TW 

—————————————————————————— 

HEAVEN SENT 
A 501C3 NONPROFIT 

“A Thrift Store Full of Love” 
Colossians 3:17 

Help Us Help Others – Janet Wood 

Located at 515 Hwy 71 North in Wewa 
Come check us out! (Isaiah 61:11) 

We are, ‘Gracefully Amazing’ · 850-294-7839 

—————————————————————————— 

BEACHY GIRL NAIL 
 BY MORGAN & CARMILLE 

 Color Street Dry Nail Polish Strips 
   www.flipflopflair.com 

   Beachy Girl Nails on Facebook 

—————————————————————————— 

Please Pray for those with Covid-19 and for 

those who are suffering from Hurricane 

Ida.  Prayer changes things, folks. 

James 4:2-3 and Matthew 7:7-11 

http://www.flipflopflair.com/
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—————————————————————————— 

GRACELAND PORTABLE 
BUILDINGS OF WEWA 

 See Jodi Rustin – Salesperson 

  Hwy 71 South 
Call 850-481-0855 

—————————————————————————— 

  Kathe Jones, Broker/Owner  

GRI Bay Properties Real Estate Group, LLC 
         CALL 850-247-9131 · pkrd@fairpoint.net 

 BUY OR SALE REAL ESTATE     
—————————————————————————— 

—————————————————————————— 

PEMBERLEY FARM 
  “Bringing Back The Homestead Life!” 

    PemberleyFarmHomestead@gmail.com 
    PemberleyFarm.net “Hope to see you 

at the October Festival in Wewahitchka!” 
October 9th 

 

Grandpa with his Pet Buffalo 

Poem By “Calvin” Willy Rollin Jr. 
 

This is Mr. George Armstrong (of Wewahitchka) 
and his buffalo that he bought in Alabama. 
George Armstong was uncle to Kenny 
Armstrong. He purchased a special saddle and 
rode him for years.  

 
Ode to Raleigh 

Ornery old man you did it again 
From somewhere near the state line you came 
With a truck trailer and a god-awful thing in tow 
From the time you drove up grandma wanted to 

know  
What is this thing you’ve drug in and does it have 

a name? 
Raleigh it is and with it a fortune I’ll claim 

I’ll train this thing and a saddle for it I’ll find 
I’ll comb it and bathe it and make it refine 

Then at the Bonifay rodeo I’ll make a show 
When I ride out like Jubal Sackett on my buffalo 

Well old man this did not go so well 
Raleigh at the Bonifay rodeo was never rode 

This big buffalo the world never knew 
To us who knew this big beast the dinner plates 

where he made his debut. 
 

The Redneck Poet 09/06/2000 8:00 Pm 
The baby buffalo that granddad bought near 

Alabama. The buffalo was trained to 
ride. Granddad was going to buy a saddle the 

afternoon he was killed. Raleigh ate 
2000 lbs. of feed a week, he weighed in at 2000 
lbs. and was a little over 6 ft tall.                  WR 

—————————————————————————— 

Want an Ad? Call 850-481-9392 
                THE WEWA NEWS 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#inbox/FMfcgxwLtQWskmQqcSHktcvtdHgLWFssmailto:pkrd@fairpoint.net
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#inbox/FMfcgxwLtQWskmQqcSHktcvtdHgLWFssmailto:pkrd@fairpoint.net
mailto:PemberleyFarmHomestead@gmail.com
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MILLER’S 
   HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

  “Your Local AC Company”  
850-638-3319 

  “For all your Air Conditioning needs!” 

812 Hwy 22 WEWA Florida 

  “WE DO OUR BEST TO KEEP YOU COOL” 
—————————————————————————— 

RAMSEY’S PRINTING & OFFICE PRODUCTS 

“We Serve the Entire County! Come down and see 

our in-house products & services.”  

WE CAN DO LOGO CREATION · PRINTING · COPY & MUCH MORE 

Give us a call at our Office: 850-227-7468  

We are located at 209 Reid Ave. in Port St. Joe  

KEEP YOUR MONEY LOCAL!  WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU! 

—————————————————————————— 

The First Amendment of Your Constitution... 
Use it or lose it!  Many died protecting it. 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances.”          TW 
—————————————————————————— 

   «« WEWAHITCHKA »» 
HOME OF TUPELO HONEY & THE FAMOUS DEAD 

LAKES If you like fishing, camping, eating, swimming, 

boating, eating the best tasting bee honey in America, 

then you have come to the right place in all of Florida! 

Come and enjoy our friends and family, we love it and 
so will you. Spend your money local and enjoy the rich 

southern flavor of Wewa Florida. Pull up a chair and 

share your stories, we have plenty to tell here. Cook 

up “a mess of fish.”                                                  TW 
—————————————————————————— 

SUBWAY 
COME DINE WITH US! 

We are located at 507 South Hwy 71 in Wewa 

Our Store Hours: 9 am–8 pm 

Sunday thru Saturday · Call 850-639-4100 

Bring your Family! 

Dine In or Pick-up at our Drive-up Window. 

(We are Locally Owned and Operated) 
—————————————————————————— 

1 Peter 1:22   

 

—————————————————————————— 

  
——————————————————————————                                 
 CHIPOLA MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LLC 

      PORT ST. JOE 2475 Garrison Ave.  

      Port St. Joesph, Florida *32456 

   We Take Tri-Care, Veterans welcome & their Families 

                  Brittany Mc Croan, APRN-C 

   Joe H. Gay MD, Diplomate & Board Certified, 

    Give us a call: (850) 526-3434, EXT. 2 
—————————————————————————— 
BEES & BOTANICALS LLC 

“From the Heart of the Hive”  (Beauty 

Products made with Tupelo Honey) 

    www.beesandbotanicals.com 

Call LESLIE CANTU 863-781-1210 
   
 

——————————————————————————

WEWA RV PARK & Trading Post 
  “Thank You Tom for providing a great 
service to our community-The Wewa News” 

                *850-639-5721 
—————————————————————————— 
Google: wewa.news Call 850-481-9392 to Sponsor us  

Email:thewewanews2021@gmail.com 

THANK YOU ALL THAT SUPPORT THE WEWA NEWS  

—————————————————————————— 

               1 John 4:1-21 
 

http://www.wewa.news/
http://www.wewa.news/
mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1-21&version=ESV
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—————————————————————————— 
“PUREFIRE TACTICAL” 

A Firestarter that is a dual system   
Firestarter, consisting of two 
components, a 99 percent magnesium 
rod and an attached ferrocerium rod. 

www.purefiretactical.com 
           Call 352.267.5220 today! 
—————————————————————————— 
Wewa’s Full-Service Florist-Servicing the North & South ends of   

                                               Gulf County. 

 
—————————————————————————— 

   “I dare you to come to Wewahitchka Florida & catch a 

mess of fish” Tom Wynn  

 

   ———————————————————————— 
   A BIT BUSY CLEANING LLC 
   Katie Bryant Kohler-Owner  850.532.8583 

             abitbusycleaning@gmail.com 

_____________________________________ 

 BEATTY BUILDERS (LLC) 
L19000084213 

Call Chase Beatty 850-348-2043 
“We can Construct or Destruct...just give us a call.” 

Office Located on Main Street in Wewa   
—————————————————————————— 

 

THE CHARLES WHITEHEAD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BY JOYELLE LINTON – THE WEWA LIBRARIAN 

 You’re invited to local History 
Scan Days at the Wewa 
Library! You’re Invited to Local 
History Scan Days at the Wewa 
Library! The library was recently 
awarded a grant from the American 
Library Association, Libraries 
Transforming Communities, Focus 

on Small and Rural Libraries. Our grant was submitted 
with the focus on Wewahitchka’s rich history. We 
invite everyone to join us at one of our Local History 
Scan Days to bring in your photographs and 
documents that represent Wewa’s history, families, 
and stories. We will not keep your photos or 
documents; everything will be scanned and 
documented, then returned at that time. These 
scanned images will be archived at the library and will 
be used for future local history projects. 

Friday September 10   9-1 CT and Saturday 
September 11   1-5 CT 
Friday September 17   1-5 CT and Saturday 
September 18   9-1 CT 
Friday September 24   9-1 CT and Saturday 
September 25   1-5 CT 
Due to COVID-19 we are taking extra precautions to 
keep everyone safe. It is recommended that each 
person wear a mask and maintain social distancing, 
especially since our meeting room is small. The 
meeting room has a direct entrance at the front of the 
building, which will be used when the library is closed 
(Saturday). The room will have a limit of 8 people 
always including workers. It is recommended that you 
call the library at (850) 639-2419 to set up an 
appointment for the scanning of your photographs. 
  
We are still in search of Wewahitchka High School 
yearbooks for our local history collection and to have 
digitized. We are looking for the following years: 1950-
1955, 1964, 1968-1969, 1974, 1976-1979, 1985-1992, 
1999-2002, 2005, 2011-2012, 2015. If you are unable 
to donate your books to the library, we are accepting 
loans for them to be digitize them. Several people 
have recently stopped by the library to look at the 
Wewahitchka yearbooks on our shelves. Thank you to 
anyone that has donated your yearbooks to our 
library. (Continues on page 10) 

http://www.purefiretactical.com/
mailto:abitbusycleaning@gmail.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/4-15.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/4-15.html
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      September is National Library Card Sign Up Month. 
In celebration, we are offering two drawings-one for 
adults and one for children. Adults will receive a raffle 
ticket for a Starbucks Coffee Gift Pack, for every 5 
items checked out at the library. New adult cards will 
receive two tickets. We would like to thank Hungry 
Howie’s Pizza for sponsoring the children’s raffle. Each 
child that gets a new library card or uses their own 
library card to check out items in the library, will 
receive a raffle ticket to win a free pizza. Drawings will 
be held Thursday September 30th. 
      The Library is currently open Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday 9-5 CT. Phone: 850-639-2419. Joyelle  

is the Branch Manager of The Northwest Regional Library 

System-Charles Whitehead Public Library.  

 

Local WHS 

student, 

Destiny 

Palmer, 

recently 

completed a 

series of art 

murals in the 

children’s 

department at the Charles Whitehead Public Library.        

     Destiny is currently the president of the WHS 

National Art Honor Society, under the supervision of 

Mr. Stuart Vines. She was able to obtain 33.50 Bright 

Scholarship hours by completing this project. These 

colorful murals depict multiple popular children’s 

book characters: Pete the Cat, Cat in the Hat, Llama 

Llama and Hungry Caterpillar. A brief interview was 

performed with Destiny to learn more about her. 

Joelle interviews Destiny about the Project: 

 Library: Which is your favorite mural and why? 

Destiny: I’m proud of The Cat in the Hat mural. It 

takes up the whole space and I think it captures 

attention the most. Plus, I took a long time perfecting 

the line-work on it.  

  

Library: How have your skills improved after this 

summer’s project?  Destiny: I’ve gotten better at doing 

bigger projects in a shorter amount of time. The 

proportions were a lot different than what I’m used to 

doing. Also, I had to stand on an 8-foot ladder to do 

the murals, so I had to learn how to balance my 

supplies up there. I feel more comfortable doing 

murals, it was a new experience for me!  

  

Library: How does this project differ from the ones you 

have completed in the past?  Destiny: Usually paint 

isn’t my chosen art medium. I prefer doing small, 

detailed pencil sketches. Whenever I have painted, it’s 

always been on an 11”x14” canvas. The murals were  

huge in comparison.   

  

Library: Of all your works of art, what are you most 

proud of?  Destiny: This is a hard question; I don’t 

really know if I can pick just one. I love the lama 

painting that I did in the library. The colors are vibrant 

and it’s more my painting style than the others were. 

But as far as past works, I think I would have to say the 

Plain Air painting that I did last spring. A few of us got 

selected by Coach Vines to go to an art festival in 

Apalachicola, and I got paired with Tara Wills to do 

an oil painting. I had to work in real time and paint 

what I saw in front of me. The experience was 

completely new, and the painting turned out pretty 

amazing!                                                                  JL 

       WELL DONE, DESTINY! Tom Wynn 😊 
—————————————————————————— 

  BLAST FROM THE WEWA PAST! 

“Where is your hair” 
Gulf County Breeze, Edward Bandjough 

Owner and Publisher, February 2, 1961 

8¢ per copy 

Submitted by Tom Semmes 

 

Anyone tell you lately: “Son, I do declare you’re 

losing your hair!” If anyone does, son, just aim well 

and fire back: “O dear friend, my hair’s still there; it’s 

your eyes that’re going, going, gone!” 

Fact is, baldness is not loss of hair, says the never-

wrong Academy of Dermatology. Their view (without 

glasses, which they may very well need) is that hair on 

the dome just becomes shorter, thinner, finer and, 

finally as the eyes of your observant friends go from 

bad to worse, they can’t see your hair cover on your 

dome at all! But friends there’s hair there, as heavy as 

film of cobwebs, well-polished. 

So, friends with corn silk batches, don’t say that’s 

neither hair, nor there. “Cause Tis.” And, companions 

of the cobwebbed clan, stiff upper lip! All’s well. It’s 

still up there if no one, including you, can see it. Just 

keep insisting and if your worsening-eyed friends will 

not believe you, just you had them that five-power 

microscope.                                                              TS 

—————————————————————————— 
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PREACHER 

GLASS… 

Story by Retired 

Sheriff deputy 

James Bagby. 

 

 
“The Sheriff gave me a warrant to serve in the north 

end of the county and the person was playing hard to 

get. I meet Preacher and he asked about it and he said 

stay right there I'll be back shortly. In just a few 

minutes he came back, and the man was in his back 

seat. He could find anyone in a short amount of time. 

One night he had a vehicle stopped and the driver 

jumped back into the car and locked the door and 

would not listen to Preacher. I pulled up 

and Preacher kept telling him to open the door and get 

out. After a few minutes he yelled at the man and told 

him to cover his eyes, he used his flashlight and busted 

out the car window, then pulled the man out of the 

window. He told the man, “you must have thought I 

was asking you to get out of the vehicle, I was telling 

you.”                 JB 
—————————————————————————— 

   The Wewa News...  

OLD ISSUES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO READ ONLINE  
Google: wewa.news · Call 850-481-9392  

Email: thewewanews2021@gmail.com 

THANK YOU ALL THAT SUPPORT THE 

WEWA NEWS 

Tom Wynn – Publisher and Owner 

—————————————————————————— 

 
Domino Demunck holds a piece of what is left of the 

Stone Mill Creek Grist Mill 1840’s vintage. He is a 

member of the Wewahitchka Historical Group. 

 

SAVE YOUR 
HISTORY! IF 

YOU WANT TO 
SAVE A 

HISTORICAL 
BUILDING OR 

ARTIFACT, 
THIS MAY 

HELP! 

            NATIONAL & FLORIDA GRANTS 

                                   by Tom Wynn 

In my research on saving some important buildings in 

Wewahitchka and our local area, I found the following grants 

via the U.S. Federal Government and the State of Florida as 

well. So, dig down deep and find some time to save something 

important to you and to your neighbors using these possible 

grants, Google these:  1. “National Historic Preservation Act 

of 1966” 2. “38 CFR Part 800-Protection of Historic Properties 

Incorporating amendments effective August 5, 2004” 3. “Save 

America’s Treasures Grants” see the National Historic 

Preservation Act 54 USC 300101 4. The Dept. Of Historical 

Resources (a part of the Dept of State (FL) Special Cat. Grant) 

     There is more, but this should get you started. Get HOT! Save 

our national and local treasures while we still can.  

                    True power is in “We the People”. TW 
—————————————————————————— 

HIGHWAY 22 STORAGE 

 P.O. Box 182 Wewahitchka, Florida 32465 

IN GOD WE TRUST!  

Cleckley Enterprises, LLC 

Real Estate Rentals<>Land 
—————————————————————————— 

The Wewa News 850-481-9392 New Phone number  

Thank you all who support the Wewa News!  Please 
read and enjoy while we have the time.  Live good and be 
of good cheer for the time may be short and our new era of 
Government and society has come to a point of no return.  
So, make the best of it while we still have time to love one 
another, and do good things for each other as often as we 
are able. 

Tom Wynn – Publisher of the Wewa News. God Speed! 

—————————————————————————— 

GRATITUDE–turns what we have into 

ENOUGH! Ephesian 5:20; 1Thess 5:18, 

Romans 5:3-5; James 1:1-4, Col 3:17 
—————————————————————————— 

CHIPOLA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCATION 
We meet on the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:00 pm. 

Potluck meal at 6:30 pm · Meeting place: Jackson County 

Extension Office 2741 Penn Ave., Suite 3 Marrianna, 

Florida North Side Entrance · Contact us: 850-482-9620 
—————————————————————————— 

                             Romans 1:18-21 

 

 

http://www.wewa.news/
http://www.wewa.news/
mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/sabrina.moore.129357
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    Honesty 

Honey House 
     Cynde Aaron, a 

local hobbyist beekeeper, 

placed a “Honesty 

Honey House” by her 

driveway to sell her 

organic honey at her 

driveway for those who 

are wanting some fine-

tasting honey.  

     She decided it would 

give her customers total access to her sweet honey 

when she was not at home. The price is right, and the 

honey will be available as often as you like while 

supplies last. Please leave her a note and thank her for 

her hard work of love. She loves her bees, and they love 

her. She uses no chemicals to treat her bees, and she 

does her best to keep it that way. Give her a call and 

she will give you the address to the location of the 

Honey House. She captures her bees via “swarm 

capture,” so if you have bees in your barn or house, 

give her a call at 850-628-0745 or contact her by email: 

cocomistle@msn.com 

—————————————————————————— 
WAYMON HANLON’S BIBLE QUESTIONS-TEST YOUR BIBLE 

KNOWLEDGE AND YOUR FRIENDS OR FAMILY… 

 

1. Is the book of 1 Peter in the Old or New Testament or 

neither?  

2. From Luke 13, where was the tower that killed 18 

people when it collapsed?  

                   Babe, Shechem, Hananeel, Siloam 

3. Which biblical Philistine city is often heard today with 

the word “strip?” 

                    Sunset, Corinth, Gaze, Derbe 

4. From I Samuel 16, how many boys did Jesse have? 

                     4, 8, 11, 14 

5. Which Apostle did Satan enter into? 

                     Judas, Thomas, James, Peter 

6. What was Uriah’s occupation? 

                     Servant, Carpenter, Shepard, Soldier   WH 
——————————————————————————          
      Local Beekeepers & Suppliers of Honey 
 

BEE WILD RAW HONEY–(850) 447-0161 

BIG RIVER HONEY–Joseph & Steve Cantu–(850) 247-7176 

BLUE EYED GIRL HONEY–Pam & Gary–(850) 628-9504 

DEAD LAKE APIARY–Cynde Aaron– (850) 628-0745 

HURRICANE HONEY–Buddy Nachtsheim–(850) 814-0754 

L.L. LANIER HONEY–Ben & Glynnis Lanier–(850) 639-2371 

RISH TUPELO HONEY–James Rish– (850) 639-3645 

SMILEY HONEY–The Bertonneau family–(850) 639-5672 

WEWA BEE & HONEY–Greg Skipper–(850) 819-4458 

BUDDY NACHTSHEIM  BEEKEEPER–(850) 814-0754 

THE WEWA NEWS AD PHONE BOOK 
CALL 911 in Case of All Emergencies 

GULF COUNTY SHERIFF’S · (850) 227-1115 & (850) 639-5717 

AUTO DETAILING · DAKOTA AKE 727-916-1423 

BAYSIDE FLORIST · (850) 229-1111 

BAHA BY THE BAY/A BIT BUSY · KATIE · (850) 532-8583 

BEATTY CONSTRUCTION · CHASE · (850) 348-2043 

BEE’S & BOTANICAL · LESLIE CANTU · (863) 781-1210 

BIG RIVER HONEY · JOE & STEVE CANTU · (850) 247-7176 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICE · JOE · (850) 227-1223 

CHAZ ENTERPRIZES · CHAZ · (850) 819-9073 

CHIPOLA MED-ROSIE · (850) 526-3434, EXT. 2 

CORNER CAFÉ · ANN & MITCHELL · (850) 639-2636 

DOMINO’S PAINT & BODY · (850) 340-0953 

E-Z TREE SERVICE · LARAME · (850) 227-4911 

GRACELAND PORTABLE · Jodi Rustin · (850) 481-0855 

HEAVEN SENT WEWA INC. · (850) 294-7839 

HIGHWAY 22 STORAGE·BETTY · (850) 227-8384, (850) 832-1512 

HURRICANE MICHAEL HOUSING REPAIR · (888) 530-3025 

KATHE JONES GRI BAY PROPERTIES · (850) 247-9131 

LARRY’S SHEDS · (850) 522-9936 

MAYHANN’S USED CARS · CHARLES · (850) 819-1136 

MILLER’S HEATING & AIR · JASON · (850) 638-3319 

NO NAME CAFE RESTAURANT · (850) 229-9277 

OVERSTREET TRADING · (850) 628-1358 

RAMSEY’ S OFFICE SUPPLY · DAVID · (850) 227-7468 

SHERYL BRADLEY BEACH REALTY · (850) 227-5233 

SHRIMP LADY · PAULA · (850) 866-8520 

SOUTHERN STYLES HAIR CARE · (850) 381-6454 

SUBWAY · VICKY · (850) 639-4100 

SKYBORNE TECH · MIKE · (850) 588-1747 

ST. JOE LIBRARY · Mimi Minnick · (850) 229-8879 

TAUNTON BUILDING SUPPLY · ADAM · (850) 639-5599 

THE WEWA HISTORICAL GROUP · ANN · (850) 867-5970 

WEWA LIBRARY · JOYELLE · (850) 639-2419 

WEWA RV PARK · BOB · (850) 639-5721 

WOMAN’S CLUB · LAURA · (850) 819-5627 

—————————————————————————— 
                HELP WANTED ADS 

SKYBORNE TECHNOLOGY... IS LOOKING FOR A FEW 

GOOD FOLKS TO WORK ON THEIR DRONES. 

Contact Mike Lawson at 850-588-1747 or e-mail him at 

mlawson@skybornetechnology.com for more information. They are 

located in Honeyville next to the Taunton Truss Plant. 

—————————————————————————— 

                          NOTICES 
Notice:  THOMAS WILLIAM WYNN JUNIOR & MARY 

EVELYN WYNN are copyrighted and trademark-protected 

names. 

—————————————————————————— 

Notice:  The Wewa News is a copyrighted and trademark name.  

The Wewa News is private and operates in the private.  

—————————————————————————— 
Disclosure:  The Wewa News is owned and operated by the 

founder of The New Made Man Ministries & Int’l Missions,  

Brother Tom Wynn and is a part of the ministry. ARR 

—————————————————————————— 

                                   John 13:35  

https://www.lltupelohoney.com/tel:8506392371

